Using Transitions in Your Writing
Transitions are used between sentences, paragraphs, and other sections of a document to help the reader understand and anticipate how the ideas are related to each other.  Although we use transitions in speech as well, they are particularly helpful in writing because, unlike conversations, there are no physical or tonal cues.  Using transitions in your writing will improve the smoothness and flow of your ideas.  In addition to dependent clauses, which can also be used to alert the reader to the nature of the forthcoming information, the transitions below give you a few options for the type of information you would like to convey.  Use the blank spaces to add other transitions.
Transitions that imply contrast:

	On the other hand
	In contrast
	Instead

	Contrastingly
	Unlike
	Rather

	Nevertheless
	However
	


Transitions that imply similarity or addition:

	Similarly
	Likewise
	In the same way

	Moreover
	Furthermore
	Additionally

	By extension
	In addition
	


Transitions that are related to time:
	Currently
	Presently
	At some point

	Lately
	Recently
	Previously

	Meanwhile
	At the same time
	Frequently


Transitions that imply a cause & effect relationship:
	As a result
	Therefore
	Thus

	In turn
	
	


Transitions that alert the reader to the context or importance of the forthcoming information:
	Interestingly
	Notably
	Strangely

	Oddly
	Surprisingly
	As expected

	Importantly
	Fortunately
	


Transitions that signal the reader’s place in the argument or event:
	In summary
	In conclusion
	Next

	Finally
	Lastly
	Then


Transitions that signal a “narrowing” or focus of information:
	In particular
	Especially
	Specifically

	For example
	
	


Transitions that are used before information is repeated and/or rephrased:
	In other words
	To clarify
	That is


Now try integrating transitions into the following paragraph.  First, read the paragraph without any transitions.  Do you notice that it does not read as smoothly as it could because it is not immediately clear how one sentence relates to the next?  Next, determine the relationship between the two sentences and write this relationship under the line.  Then, choose an appropriate transition to fill in the blank.  In some cases, there may be more than one option.  When this happens, consider how using a different transition can slightly or dramatically change the meaning of the paragraph.

Most Americans think of vacations as fun and relaxing.  __________________, vacations can sometimes be stressful!   ________________________, something bad may happen to you when you travel abroad, and you should create an emergency plan before you leave.  ____________________, your wallet might get stolen.   ____________________, you may have difficulty meeting your basic needs.  _____________________, losing your passport can also create anxiety about your ability to get home safely.  ____________________, travelers in foreign countries may sometimes unknowingly break the laws of another country.   ___________________, the United States has embassies in many countries.   ____________________, if you get into trouble in another country, you should go to the U.S. embassy and ask for help.  
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