IDIOM WORKSHEET
Match the idiom on the left with its definition on the right.

Group A


1
Doggie bag
2
Gold digger
3
Shotgun
4
Shoot the breeze
5
Below the belt
6
Nest egg
7
Mudsling
8
Have butterflies
9
Go belly up
10
A pretty penny
 

___
Have a casual conversation with someone.
___
In politics, make comments to sully the other candidate’s reputation.
___
The person who rides in the front passenger’s seat in a car.
___
Retirement savings
___
Leftovers from a restaurant.
___
Very expensive.
___
An inappropriate comment or action that violates an unwritten rule.
___
Feel anxious about something.
___
A person who feigns romantic interest in a rich person to get money.
___
Go into bankruptcy.
Now use the words from Group A in a sentence.


1. 
I ____________ about the test tomorrow!

2.
As soon as they got married, Sarah and John made plans for their __________________.

3.   
The PlayStation system costs __________________, but the Wii is less expensive.

4.
Shoshana was so full that she asked the waiter for a _________________ for the rest of her meal.

5.
I realize that politicians often ____________________ during the election season, but I feel that his comment was ________________________.

6.
Despite her best efforts, the small business was doomed to ___________________________.

7.
I warned Craig to watch out for that girl, but by the time he realized she was a ___________________, he had already given her a $20,000 diamond necklace!

8.
As soon as Jack proposed an ice cream break, I called ________________ because the back seat of his car is so cramped.
9.
Clair was tired of talking about business and just wanted to _________________________.

Group B

1
Black sheep
2
Hang out
3
On the other hand
4
All ears
5
All thumbs
6
Green thumb
7
Turn the tables
8
Your call
9
Long face
10
 Keep in touch
 

___
Spend time with a friend or friends in a casual environment.
___
Give an advantage to a disadvantaged person and vice versa.
___
Alert and attentive.
___
A sad, depressed expression.
___
Considering something from another perspective.
___
Communicate regularly.
___
A person (often family) who has a reputation for doing bad things.
___
Someone who has a talent for gardening.
___
The decision belongs to you.
___
Clumsy.


Now use the words from Group B in a sentence.

1.
My aunt has a ___________ when it comes to tomato plants.

2.
The donut is very tempting.  ___________________, I should stick to my diet.

3.
Though I love him as much as my other children, Carl has always been the ________________ of the family.

4.
When I overheard my boss tell his secretary about a great real estate opportunity in my area, I was ___________________.

5.
It’s _________________ whether we go to Starbucks or Coffee Bean to ________________ tonight.

6.
When Sheila was elected to the school board, it _______________ in her relationship with her son’s third-grade teacher.

7.
He may have won the tennis competition, but he’s __________________ when it comes to cooking!

8.
Even though I realized Mike probably be too busy during his residency, I told him to ___________________ by email.

9.
I didn’t realize I had a _______________ until my best friend asked if I was still depressed about the break up.

Group C

1
Lower the bar
2
Freudian slip
3
Has a bun in the oven
4
Fat chance
5
Two cents
6
Over one’s head
7
Plastic
8
Piece of cake
9
Trashed
10
Broke
 

___
Decrease the quality or intensity of one’s standards.
___
Be pregnant (often derogatory).
___
Easy.
___
Someone’s opinion.
___
Extremely drunk or to speak poorly of another person.
___
Credit cards.
___
A comment that reveals a person’s true thoughts.
___
Unlikely.
___
Out of money.
___
Too difficult or complicated to be understood.


Now use the words from Group C in a sentence.

1.
This worksheet is _______________________!

2.
The first and only time I went to a frat party, I got completely _____________________.
3.
The organic chemistry class was ___________________, and she had to withdraw mid-semester.

4.
My girlfriend’s birthday is next Saturday, and I want to take her out to dinner.  But I am totally ________________!
5.
Ramani’s _____________________ made us realize that he really didn’t like the teacher as much as he pretended to!

6.
When Doug discovered that the restaurant didn’t accept ___________________, he panicked because he had forgotten his checkbook and had no cash.

7.
Because the economy is so bad, my undergraduate college has __________________ in the hopes of attracting more students who do not need financial aid.

8.
He has a __________________ of breaking the company’s sales record in three days.

9.
Karen can’t go out for martinis with us anymore because she _____________________.

10.
I was surprised when Dave asked for my __________________ because I didn’t think that he respected my opinion.
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